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and succinctly written. It is just such a treatise upon the disease as was 
wanted. Ricord’s Hnnter and Acton are too unwieldy, they contain too much 
for the majority of medical practitioners, and all other special works are too 
imperfect or faulty. As to the accounts given of venereal affections in our sys¬ 
tems of surgery, or complete treatises, they are remarkably full of errors. 

On two points alone can the doctrines contained in this book be said to differ 
from those approved by the highest authorities on venereal diseases; and these 
are in respect to the possibility of preventing the infection of the whole system 
by destruction of the chancre, before it has existed a certain time, and in respect 
to chancre, always arising from chancre. Mr. Harrison says, it has been found 
by experience, that in the case of true syphilitic chancre, cauterization cannot 
be depended upon for the purpose of destroying the syphilitic virus before it 
can be absorbed into the system, and thereby preventing constitutional infection. 
Men of vast experience, who cauterize properly, are positive as to the fact, an 
infinitely more agreeable one to believe, of constitutional infection never taking 
place in those cases where a chancre is properly destroyed within a certain time 
after exposure to contagion. 

In regard to the origin of chancre, Mr. Harrison says:— 

“The question has been frequently agitated, whether the poison of syphilis can 
be generated anew at any time under favouring conditions ? In reference to this, 
I would observe that, from cases which have come under my observation, I am 
convinced that there is always danger of contracting sores,—simple chancres 
at least—incurred by those who indulge in promiscuous sexual intercourse, and 
that even under circumstances when it might be supposed almost impossible 
that any disease could exist. The conditions which tend to favour the genera¬ 
tion of the poison, I cannot but think, consist mainly in the admixture of the 
secretions of the male and female, altered partly by the irritated condition of 
the organs whence they arc derived, and partly by decomposition.” (p. 55.) 

The best authorities in the matter are very decidedly against this opinion. 
Opinions differ here, however, just as they do upon the subject of the sponta¬ 
neous generation of animals and vegetables. From the time of Aristotle and 
perhaps long before him, down to the present moment when the French Academy 
of Sciences is engaged in debating this vexed question, the truth of the maxim 
gencratio unius cst corruptio altcrius, has been a grand subject of dispute. For 
our part we do not believe that the generation of a chancre comes from corrup¬ 
tion, any more than the generation of an animal; we hold that every chancre 
comes from a chancre, as well as that every living thing comes from a pre¬ 
ceding living thing. 

A peculiarity in the spelling of rupia has been adopted by Mr. Harrison; it 
is always written by him rhupia. The spelling rupia has been sanctioned by 
custom just as much as that of rose, which also, if orthography must always 
be determined by the derivation, should be spelled Those. Thi3 trifle is the only 
thing at all exceptionable which we have discovered in the whole book, after a 
most attentive perusal, so far as respects the manner in which it is written. 

W. F. A. 


Art. XXVI.— Description des Eaux Miniro Thermales et des Eluves dc rile 
d'Ischia, etc. Par J. E. Ciievali.et de Rivaz, Docteur en MGdecine des 
Facult6s dc Paris et de Naples, etc. etc. etc. Sixifeme edition. Revue, Cor- 
rigde et Augments, 8vo. pp. 214, Naples, 1859. 

Description of the Thermal Mineral Springs and Natural Vapour Baths of the 
Island of Ischia, etc. etc. etc. By «T E. Cuevalley de Rivaz, M. D., of Paris 
and Naples. Sixth edition, revised and enlarged. 


. TnERE is, perhaps, no place so rich in thermal and mineral springs as the 
island of Ischia, the Pyth6cusa of the Greeks. Entirely of volcanic origin, the 
subterranean fires to which it owed its birth being still unextinguished, though 
of diminished extent and fierceness, it is not at all surprising that the water of 
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liSS f °“' d “, 60 T y loclditi,!s be of “■> elevated temperature, and im. 
pregnated, to a greater or less extent, with mineral substances! and that cvra 
numerous jets of steam should be found issuing from crevices in the soil which, 
ment vapour 3s° api,Uances ' ca P able of bc “S f °™cd iato the mosteffi! 

n „^“ ( c , ara ^ v T e vifiae 8 tbat b “ve been for ages ascribed to the mineral waters 
SLIt l °f Jselua, together with the balmy and salubrious atmosphere of the 
L the beauty of its scenery as well as the charming prospects which there 
S oMb 0 / 6 f'lSf 3 direcUon, have always rendered it a favourite resort, not 
only of the valetudinarian hnt of those also who desire merely a temporary 
place for relaxation from the cares, vexations, and anxieties of a lire devoted ra 
,oU °- r I r. ,rac,cd m outal or professional plait, 
n b™lfbr f r’ . b de f lre l 1 ! rccnut , tbcIr en ergies, whether of mind or body in 
a healthful climate, and amid natural objects adapted to affinal pleasure to'the 
senses while they soothe and invigorate the entire organism P “ 

Although it may appear at first sight that the ishmd of Ischia is too far offto 
afford a convenient and desirable sanitair retreat for the sick, the overwrought 
m nds and bodies of the people or these United States, vet when wo consider lioit 
thrnLh tb" < t'; e °r m . 0rC ^ m . otc Portions of the earth have been brought to us 
through the aid of steam, it is not impossible that the mineral springs Sad baths 

fIhionable of our n iSuT m ° “ e f “ U,S ° f rc J uv ™ Mc ence with the rich ani 

to the work before us we are presented with a most interesting notice of the 
island, comprising a concise account of its topography, productions, historv 

eraminatinn^raib 0 °'! a "T*, ,0 P°>; ula,i , on o"' 1 resources; a more elaborate 
examination into the physical, chemical, and medicinal properties of its princi¬ 
pal mineral springs; their mode of administration us remedial agents • with an 
exposition of the character of its different natural vapour baths, Sd their then, 
peutical application; and the general rules to he observed by patients durin- 

iction'ofVlmh'f erS ’ lnt ™ a y °r r cxte 7>'%. 'luring theirmibjection to tl? 
action of the hot vapours in the form of general or partial baths. 

nnnoL fn » VaP T- WhlCh ^ ^ CTCnl loCalitle3 « the island of Ischia, 

rfnnn i.t Dolh “P “ore nor less than water converted into steam bv subter- 
ranean heat It contains, at the Present day, neither anv gas nor mineral sub- 
stancer whatcvcr may have been the case formerly. In respect to the vapour 
which forms the bath of St. Lorenzo. Dr. Brcislack supposes that, at one time, 
itwas imbuedwith sulphuretted hydrogen, from the circumstance that in the 
immediate vicinity of this bath there exists a deposit of sulphur. 

a vorl ff!H“rT ° f ,hc bath u-* C ; asti P llona convey to our readers 
hv vXSS?it?;/? a , D ? er m whlch the natural stcam constantly generated 
by ' olcamc fires is adapted for use as a vapour bath •— 

C w gU °- a arc , 6ituatcd » Q the midst of Casamicciola, upon an 
eminence composed of an irregular mass of blocks of lavu, und projecting in a 

fh^mid n «iriT‘ rd r !? C SC “' At the 1> , a5e of ,his is the siurce of the 

f l '5 .i™! 0 namC ^, th thc batbs - The latlcr consist of two 
i, rrifbSvb'i 11 ' °” r aad ,lle u PP cr balbs - In the middle of the first 
Lid.? t h K ,hc ,P a,lt '“ t , ™tovs, or about six feet in depth, and of less 
tlwtib fc "S ,b a “ d brvudth. At the bottom of this pit are the openings 
momrSr h ,b « apes ' he . vapour, ,if the temperature of 50°+0 centigrade ther¬ 
mometer ; the temperature of the external air being about 2G°.25 + 0. to the 
VKlnity of this Pit are other jets of hot vapour, having a temperature of 48°.75+0. 
b?res “f , c ? adnct,;d 'ivongh tubes of burnt clay, in order that thc vapour may 
be ? m C 1? CS wh “* “ , IS dosired that its application should be restricted 

to onlv certain portions of the body. 

in bl; b* U i PP - r - i c V?5 isls ,°, f a . cb “ mbe v cut out of the lava, of about 11 feet 
breaJ T h . ™?-A° “* kn!?lh - 11 hllS no ' 0,bcr 0 P«> in S ‘ban ,hc 
do ? r i en ? ancl! ' d ™° of gloss in the roof. A circular 

iTr? ?' ( CCd ove fiP a v™ent of glazed tiles, around which issue n number of 
jets of hot steam. TUicn closed, the temperature of the chamber is sufficient to 
raise the centigrade thermometer to 44= + 0. Two apartments, kept always in 
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Mhere^ cond ^* on ’ arc attached to this upper bath as places of repose for the 

“ There is no difference between the vaponr received into the two baths be¬ 
sides what results from the amount of water they contain and the decree of heat 
thev present. No gas of any kind is disengaged from the vaponr—the walls 
contmunlly exposed to its action present no trace of decomposition or of saline 
deposit. 1 he water obtained from it by condensation in a suitable apparatus 
has no other properties than what are possessed by the purest distilled water 
V e a . re .’ consc Jl uc ntly, to consider ns a mere illusion the discover}- which a dis- 
tmguished author supposes he had made of a certain principle contained in the 
vapour, which is not otherwhcrcs found in a state of volatilization. We can 
readily suppose, however, that formerly the vapour may have contained certain 
substances or which they, at present, exhibit no trace, the sources from which 
they were derived having become in the course of time exhausted." 

It must bo evidentthat.as these vapour baths are simply baths of water va- 
ponzed by heat, nil the effects they are adapted to produce upon the patients 
who make use of them are n softening and relaxation of the skin, an increase in 
general? 000118 transpiration > and of thc activity of the capillaries of the surface 

Dr. Chcvalloy de Rivaz enumerates, nmong thc affections in which they have 
been found beneficial, gout and rheumatism, white swellings and scrofulous 
tumours, chrouic inllaminations of the mucous membranes, contractions of the 
tendons, incomplete ankylosis, different forms of non-febrile dropsy, dysmenor- 
rhiea, various chronic eruptions of thc skin, etc. etc. etc. D. F. C. 


Art 1 . XXVII .—-DcVAlcooltsmc. These prtserttc au concours pour Vnnrfqa- 

Uon [section de M6dccme ddc Midccine Uqalc) d soutenue a la Facxdti de 

I uuVl* P ? r £', >ar . V • A - Racle ’ M ^ccin dcs HOpitaux, etc. Paris: 

J. B. Baillifcrc ct Fils, I860, pp. 122. 

On Alcoholism. 

Vk do not know who invented thc term “alcoholism,” but it i 3 certainly a 
very excel ent one Based upon etiology, it includes all thc evil results of the 
abuse or alcoholic liquors, from mere temporary excitement to hopeless fatuity. 

between* 8 liesc°extremes! ° amC f ° r th ° divcrsiGcd Phenomena embraced 

Tins subject presents itself in various aspects, in all of which it is highly 
important.. Po the physiologist and medical observer thc effects of alcohol 
E f mdi y idua l are of interest, as well as thc medico-legal questions which 
aribe out of them. Some of the most difficult problems in social science, in 
regard to morals as well as hygiene, come up for solution, if they can be solved 
.i “ ! ,n . c ° nn cction with these matters. M. Racle’s essay is mainly devoted to 
the physiological and medical side of the subject, although he has not allowed 
its other bearings to pass unnoticed. 

Probably the worst types of alcoholism are to be found in Great Britain 
Jminkenncss prcvnils in Russia also to a frightful extent, ns well ns nraon~ the 
SnTE tl ° DS; aDd m our ,. ow “ country, although it occurs, if we may be 
Eri th 1 < '-lPI css, °a. sporadically, it yet exerts a most disastrous influence 
linnnw ; C wcll ‘ bei ?S of society. In France, whether by reason of the kinds or 
-1 |. ar m ” SC »°F because thc Norman race arc peculiarly insusceptible to the 
cHE C i nt8 i of lnt0xlca tipn, Offensive evidence of the. abuse of alcohol would 
2 less common than in any other civilized country. Hence a French 
view oi the subject of alcoholism is necessarily somewhat interesting, 
nf■ pV r 3 a vary p ,°. od description of the chemical characters of alcohol, 
nnnf„ D r 3 f ? rn i s m *: hlch lt is taken, and of its physiological effects. He 
meat n ry j frC * e J y [ rom , tbe w f? u ngs of others, but always with due acknowledg¬ 
ment. Undcrthc head of pathological effects of alcohol, he treats first of the 
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